STAT 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/21 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000202160010-1 


ARTICLE apfmed 
• FACE _3L 


NEVJ YORK DAILY KSV/3 
20 April 1982 



STAT 









|^y|| yc v »g|§p gg ij: 





Washington (News -Bureau)— Otto Attila Gilbert, 50, a former 
Forest Hills, Queens, resident who left Hungary in 1956,-was charged 
with espionage, yesterday after he allegedly tried to pay an Army i- 
w arrant officer for inforniation on weapons and troop deployment,- 
the FBFsaid.:^-':^^* ' • ' rixWf&y 'm 
Gilbert was held without ‘bail in; .; .There is no indication-that Szmolka •; 
Augusta,- Ga. r - pending an April . 30 even received that amount, but he did 
hearing oriuthe charges of conspiracy^ get $3,000. fi;ori^Perlaki for 16 rolls of -• 
toobtain and deliver information relat-y .filni. A"Ty- ; ,A >;A-TYCrr;.A..- Trir-fi-T 
ing. to the; national defense, charges Szmolka was ; reassigned back to', 
that carry a sentence oiTife in prison Fort Gordon in 1980, and the Hunga- 
or death. " “rfafis made arrangements to turn him 

' . He was" arrested by FBI /agents in over to an alleged Hungarian intelti- 
downtown Augusta— site of the Army’s gence. operative working in the U.S.— 
Fort ' Gordon— Saturday ' after he v Gilbert. rr’l'.i 

allegedly- paid $4,000 to Warrant Offic- Szmolka and Gilbert had.their first 
er Jano3- Szmolka,; who had 1 been meeting last Saturday, according to A 
xooperatingwith4he FBI asprr under- court papers filed by the Justice De- 
cover agent for the past four years: . . partment. They met at the Confederate , 

Authorities said Gilbert pretended War Memorial in downtown Augusta. 


to be a refugee who fled Hungary after 
.the abortive 1956 uprising there but 
actually was working on behalf of the 
Hungarian -Military. Intelligence Ser- 
vice. They said he became a naturalized 


Szmolka was wired, with a transmit- 
ter, and FBI agents, tuned in nearby, 
made the arrest after Gilbert allegedly, 
paid $4,000 to Szmolka for classified 
documents. Officials said Gilbert had 


citizen in 1962. vC the film and documents imhis posses- 

Apparently he lived with his mother sion when arrested. - . : r- 

rin a Forest Hills apartment until last ; Authorities.said Gilbert had a- plane ;• 
•fall, when he- told neighbors'lie-tyas ' ticket to fly out of the country just a 
-going back' to'Hungary: few* hours, after .the - meeting with- A. : 

v. Authorities saidvGilbertivseemed 

|pai^ U Iarl3^inferested'iii'the'^vannahT 5oa> *^ a! ^ ii, ^ - ^'^‘ , ^‘ K ^~^‘' ** — ~ 

jRiver (S.C.) plantthat.makesVweapons-* 

; grade nuclear material. Savannah RiVt, 

:;er is not far from Augustar.^yf:>' v 3 

l ' Authorities gave .this : : accdunt -of 
(their .-Tong : running;- ; surveillance of 
Hungarian intelligence operations in 

•the United States and Europe:;vv. '.Aa; VI ; . j ■ xYA 

(T Soholka^'wh6Tfc*oFHungarian ori-'i 
fgin, was first contacted' by Hungarian: 

(intelligence when he . returned to Hun- -; 

•gary for a visit,, in December 1977.;' 

; AAntn Af a/1 YT O ■ 


xbuntryAand^ 

.with *.th& demands of "a Hungarian, 
(agents Lajos.PerIakiL;iSl2^|sA i '.ap-/;: 

fV ^Perlaki met Szmolka, . 'who was sta- 
tioned- irr-Europe-pt-the-time,.^ 
tone* occasion',].!! a December 1979 meet- /: 
£ing ; -'.in- -^|eim8^--iaf^e^%Szmdika 4 
t$lQ6,p0(4i.t5^tumr ; OT.ejr;£classified /ini,* 
(formation on.-weapons,-tro’opdeploy- 3 
(ment, , imdjNational, Security Agency;: 
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